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The French Revolution has been suppressed 
with bloodshed by Louis XVI and his merciless 
mechanical army. Aegis, a mysterious automaton 


masterpiece, must confront the king's army alone 
to save history in this challenging action-RPG. 


SESSION. 
MADE BY AND FOR SKATERS 


Made by and for skaters, the dual stick controls 
faithfully reproduce your feet on the skateboard 
for an ultra-realistic experience. Try out real-life 
iconic skate spots, customize your skater and 
equipment with items from the top brands. 
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“STARTING... NOW 


e just passed a momentous 

gaming milestone: the second 

anniversary of the PlaySta- 
tion 5 and Xbox Series X/S. Normally, the 
two-year mark is when we start to see new 
consoles come into their own and define 
their identities. So we thought we’d use 
this space to check in on Sony and Micro- 
soft’s ninth-generation machines and see 
what we've learned so far. 

Of course, the launch of these consoles 
was anything but standard. The PS5 and 
Xbox Series X/S arrived in November 
2020, amidst a global pandemic and sup- 
ply chain issues that meant for well over a 
year it remained difficult to find any of them 
on store shelves. In recent months, though, 
those shortages have finally eased. 

Still, the turbulent start had an obvious 
impact on the transition between genera- 
tions. Sony, for its part, has released fewer 
true PS5 exclusives than you might expect 
by now. In fact, all but one of the first-party 
games the company published in 2022 
also came to PS4—and that includes its 
biggest title of the fall, this month’s cover 
game, God of War Ragnarok. While there’s 
no question that the PS5 versions of 
games do make great use of the system’s 
advanced capabilities, we’ve only seen a 
handful of titles thus far that are truly only 
possible with new-generation technology. 
Will 2023 be the year that finally changes? 

Microsoft, in its corner, seems to be tak- 
ing a similar approach, biding its time while 


it waits for a larger Xbox Series X/S install 
base. The company hasn’t put out any ma- 
jor first-party exclusives this year, though 
with a huge number of studios it’s acquired 
in recent years deep into development, the 
floodgates should open soon enough. And 
when they do, it’s clear that Xbox will also 
start embracing true Series X/S console ex- 
clusives. Starfield, Bethesda’s long-awaited 
sci-fi RPG, won’t come to Xbox One—and 
the same goes for future exclusives like 
Redfall, Fable, and Forza Motorsport. 

In a sense, then, we’re still living in a 
strange space between generations. There 
are certainly already benefits to upgrading, 
but the transition hasn’t been as abrupt as 
in past decades. The continued strength 
of the Nintendo Switch—coming up on 
its sixth birthday with no signs of slowing 
down—has certainly further complicated 
the picture. As a result of all this, it’s been 
much easier to keep up with the biggest 
games even if you haven’t splurged for a 
new console yet. 

But with everything on the horizon 
for next year, that may be changing very 
soon. In a way, you might say that we’re 
on the cusp of the new generation finally 
getting started in earnest. As those winds 
of change pick up, be sure to keep reading 
Walmart Gamecenter, the magazine that 
keeps you at the center of all things gaming. 
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WALMART 
LAUNCHES TWO 
NEW IMMERSIVE 
EXPERIENCES 
INSIDE ROBLOX 


almart has leapt into the meta- 

verse with two new immersive 

experiences inside Roblox that 
“offer unique interactive content and enter- 
tainment for customers” for the platform’s 
52 million daily users. 

The first of these experiences is called 
Walmart Land and features two regions: 
Electric Island and House of Style. Electric 
Island is all about music. Visitors can expect 
“an interactive piano walkway, a dance chal- 
lenge, a Netflix trivia experience featuring 
Noah Schnapp, and a DJ booth where users 
can learn to mix different beats.” In October, 
Electric Island hosted Electric Fest, which 
featured virtual concerts by Madison Beer, 
Kane Brown, and Yung Blud. 
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13 million 


People who’ve played Fallout 76, according 
to Bethesda 


5,156+ 


Days since Ubisoft announced Beyond 
Good & Evil 2, beating Duke Nukem 
Forever’s record for the longest wait for a 
game launch 


!] 


The other half of Walmart Land is the 
fashion-themed House of Style. Roblox us- 


ers can try on their dream outfits in a virtual 
dressing room, compete in a strike-a-pose 
challenge, and conquer an “oversized 
cosmetics obstacle course.” Featured 
brands include af94, UOMA Beauty, ITK, 
Lottie London, Bubble Skincare, and more, 
so there are plenty of options for you to try 
out a new look in Robl/ox before putting on 
your face IRL. 

Walmart’s second Roblox experience is 
the Walmart Universe of Play, where users 
can “explore different toy worlds to earn 
coins for virtual goods, or complete epic 
challenges to build a personal 
trophy case, unlock secret codes, 
and more.” 

Younger customers can have a 
blast playing five games based on 
some of the most popular brands 
and characters out there: L.O.L. 
Surprise!, Jurassic World, Paw 
Patrol, Magic Mixies, and Razor 
Scooters. While playing these 
games, users collect virtual toys 


Camera cuts players will experience in 
the new Dead Space remake—unless 
they die, of course 


06.13.2023 


Start date for E3 2023, which will return 
as a four-day in-person event for both 
industry and consumer visitors 


that they can turn in for coins. They can 
then spend those coins on “verch” (virtual 
merch) for their avatars. Occasionally, a 
Walmart blimp will fly by and drop toys all 
over the Universe of Play. 

”We’re showing up in a big way—creat- 
ing community, content, entertainment 
and games through the launch of Walmart 
Land and Walmart’s Universe of Play,” said 
Walmart U.S. chief marketing officer William 
White. “Roblox is one of the fastest growing 
and largest platforms in the metaverse, and 
we know our customers are spending loads 
of time there. So, we’re focusing on creating 
new and innovative experiences that excite 
them, something we’re already doing in the 
communities where they live, and now, the 
virtual worlds where they play.” 

Players can visit Walmart Land in Roblox 
on a variety of devices, including Xbox con- 
soles, VR systems like Oculus Rift and HTC 
Vive, computers, and mobile devices. Young 
Walmart customers will have a blast filling 
out their virtual holiday wish lists, which 
parents can then use in real Walmart stores 
or on Walmart.com. 
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WILD HEARTS, NEW ‘HUNTING GAME’ 
FROM EAAND KOEI TECMO, REVEALED 


Electronic Arts and Koei Tecmo have 
teamed up to create Wild Hearts, a new 
game that looks like a rival to Capcom’s 
mega-popular Monster Hunter series. 

Taking place in Azuma, a fictional land 
inspired by ancient feudal Japan, Wild 
Hearts tasks players with hunting beasts 
called kemono. These normally peaceful 
creatures “are now on a rampage,” and 
players must “stop them from wreaking 
havoc and bring back balance to this 
world,” according to EA. 


To complete that task, players will have 
to take advantage of an ancient technol- 
ogy called karakuri, which lets them craft 
“new, highly flexible and creative hunting 
grounds.” Hunters will combine karakuri 
with more traditional weapons like swords 
and bows and arrows to take down ke- 
mono like the Deathstalker, the Kingtusk, 
and the Lavaback. 

There are many reasons to be excited 
for Wild Hearts, but one big reason is its 
developer: Omega Force, the studio behind 
the long-running Warriors 
franchise. Thankfully, we 
don’t have too long to wait, 
as Wild Hearts launches 
Feb. 17, 2023. 

Keep an eye on 
Walmart.com or your local 
Walmart stores for your 
chance to pre-order Wild 
Hearts for Xbox Series X/S 
or PlayStation 5. 


PLAYSTATION STARS BRINGS PLAYERS 
NEW LOYALTY PROGRAM 


If you’re a dedicated PlayStation gamer 
that loves beating any challenge thrown 
your way, then Sony recently launched 
a new loyalty program just for people 
like you. 

Called PlayStation Stars, the idea is 
that PlayStation owners will be able to 
earn rewards “by completing a variety 


of campaigns and activities,” according 
to PlayStation vice president of network 
advertising, loyalty, and licensed mer- 
chandise Grace Chen. 


A campaign might simply be to log in 
and play any game that month. Others 
could be to earn specific trophies, to be 
the first in your region to platinum a par- 
ticular game, or even to “correctly launch 
games that match song-based clues.” 

That’s all well and good, but what do 
you get for completing these and other 
activities? Rewards will come in two 


types: loyalty points and digital collect- 
ibles. Loyalty points are usable towards 
rewards such as “exclusive digital col- 
lectibles” or “select PlayStation Store 
products.” Chen said that the digital col- 
lectibles “are beautifully rendered, digital 
representations of things that PlayStation 
fans enjoy.” 


If you haven’t done so yet, you can 
access the PlayStation Stars program 
through the PlayStation App on iOS or 
Android. To get the games that you’ll 
then need to complete all of those 
challenges, check out the huge selec- 
tion of PlayStation titles carried every 
day on Walmart.com or at your local 
Walmart store. 
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NVMe™ SSD WITH 
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WD_BLACK and the WD_BLACK logo are registered trademarks or trademarks of Western Digital Corporation or its affiliates in the 
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POKEMON VIOLET 


PUBLISHER NINTENDO / DEVELOPER GAME FREAK / PLATFORMS SWITCH / RELEASE DATE 11.18.2022 
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Showing once again why you will never, ever catch ’em all, a new generation of Pokémon 
arrives in Pokémon Scarlet and Pokémon Violet. Both games feature three new starting 
pocket monsters: Sprigatitio, a green grass cat who can release a mesmerizing aroma 

by rubbing its paws together; Quaxly, a duckling whose lifetime of swimming has given 

it strong kicks; and Fuecoco, a laid-back fire croc who can be easily distracted by food. 
There are also two new legendary Pokémon: Miraidon in Violet, and Koraidon in Scarlet. 
What’s unique about both is that they can serve as mounts to travel across the Paldea Re- 
gion, which will be the first “open world” seen in the franchise. You’ll now be able to send 
your Pokémon out to automatically battle wild ’mons without needing to directly issue 
them commands, too. Violet and Scarlet will also allow you and three online pals to battle, 
trade Pokémon, and explore these worlds together. 
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Violet and Scarlet will 
also allow you and three 
online pals to battle, trade 
Pokemon, and explore 
these worlds together. 


your course optior 


with the Mario Kart 8 Deluxe - Boa 


Add 48 more courses fo the Mario Kart 8 Deluxe game. Courses include those based on real-world 
locations like Paris Promenade and Tokyo Blur from the Mario Kart Tour game in addition to nostalgic favorites like 
N64 Choco Mountain and Wii Coconut Mall! 


Courses will release in 6 waves of 8 courses each until the end of 2023 -download today to play the first 8 courses and receive the remaining tracks 
as soon as they are released! 


== Full version of game required to use DLC. Sold separately. 


Players who have not purchased the Mario Kart 8 Deluxe - Booster Course Pass and do not have an active Nintendo Switch Online* + Expansion Pack membership can play 

the additional courses included in the DLC if another player has the Mario Kart 8 Deluxe — Booster Course Pass and initiates multiplayer mode and course selection. Starting 

March 22, 2022, courses included in the Mario Kart 8 Deluxe — Booster Course Pass will appear in the online course selection for Worldwide and Regional races. Comic Mischief 

*Any Nintendo Switch Online membership (sold separately) and Nintendo Account required for online features. A paid Nintendo Switch Online + Expansion Pack membership is required 


for free access to Mario Kart 8 Deluxe — Booster Course Pass. Not available in all countries. Internet access required for online features. Terms apply. Nintendo.com/switch-online 
© Nintendo. 
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SONIC FRONTIERS 


PUBLISHER SEGA / DEVELOPER SONIC TEAM / PLATFORMS XBOX SERIES X/S, PS5, SWITCH, XBOX ONE, PS4, PC / RELEASE DATE 11.08.2022 


“With Sonic Frontiers, we wanted to go from linear platform action and expand it into an “ 7 . ‘ . 

open 3D space. We didn’t initially plan to make an adventure game, which is why we call it Each island IS filled with 
‘open zone, taking inspiration from traditional platforming stages. This time, the mysteri- new adve ntu res, differe nt 
ous Starfall Islands are the game’s major setting. Sonic, Tails, and Amy head [there] to find enemies, side quests and 


the missing Chaos Emeralds. As they approach the islands, they are sucked into a dimen- . 
sional os separating Sonic from his friends in a strange, ancient world. Sonic will spend puzzles to solve, making 
a lot of his time finding his lost friends, freeing them from Cyber Space, and helping them for th rilling ga meplay in 
with their own personal challenges and stories. Each island is filled with new adventures, each zone.” 
different enemies, side quests and puzzles to solve, making for thrilling gameplay in each 

zone. We [also] implemented a more fleshed-out combat system with the Skill Tree, mak- 

ing combat feel like a true Sonic experience.” 


TAKASHI IIZUKA, CREATIVE OFFICER, SONIC TEAM 
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THE DARK PICTURES ANTHOLOGY: 
THE DEVIL IN ME 


PUBLISHER BANDAI NAMCO / DEVELOPER SUPERMASSIVE GAMES / PLATFORMS XBOX SERIES X/S, PS5, XBOX ONE, PS4, PC / RELEASE DATE 11.18.2022 


In the latest chapter of SHPRINASSS Games antnplegy of Bronening, einemati¢ horror U nsurp risingly, just like 
games, a group of documentary filmmakers receive a mysterious invitation to a modern- : . i . J 

day reconstruction of Dr. Henry Howard Holmes’ “murder castle.” Unsurprisingly, just its real-life inspiration, the 
like its real-life inspiration, the replica of the serial killer’s Chicago hotel holds dark, replica of the se rial killer’s 
sinister secrets. Much like the other games in The Dark Pictures Anthology, players must . 

make choices that determine the outcome of the story and the fate of its characters. For Chicago hotel holds dark, 
The Devil in Me, the team at Supermassive has introduced a handful of new gameplay sinister secrets. 
features, such as an expanded ability to manipulate objects in the environment, new 

movement options for running, jumping, or climbing to reach hard-to-access areas, and an 

inventory system which provides characters with useful tools. The game also sees the re- 

turn of co-op multiplayer, so that players can try to survive the horrors that await together 

with friends, either online or locally. 
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EVILWEST 


PUBLISHER FOCUS ENTERTAINMENT / DEVELOPER FLYING WILD HOG / PLATFORMS XBOX SERIES X/S, PS5, XBOX ONE, PS4, PC / RELEASE DATE 11.22.2022 


In the tradition of Blade and Buffy comes the newest in a long line of vampire hunters: Jes- 
sie Rentier, the hero of the third-person action/adventure game Evil West. Except instead of 
being a superhero or a high-school kid, Jessie fights bloodsuckers in the old West. Made 
by the same studio as the Shadow Warrior series, Evil West has you taking out nightwalk- 
ers using guns, melee weapons, a flame thrower, and even a gauntlet that can gather and 
dispense electrical energy. It’s equal parts God of War and Devil May Cry, just set ina 
fantasy version of Red Dead Redemption. |t also recalls Bloodstorm in how you can use the 
environment, and your boot, to your advantage, kicking enemies into spikes or shooting 
explosive barrels next to the bad guys. If you don’t think you can handle these vamps on 
your own, you can even team up with a friend to tackle the story-driven campaign together. 


It’s equal parts God of 
War and Devil May 

Cry, just set in a fantasy 
version of Red Dead 
Redemption. 
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A PRO 
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featuring adjustable! -tension th rabeicls. wrap- round rubberized grip, 
and shorter hair trigger locks. 


Get yours today. 
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PUBLISHER COFFEE STAIN PUBLISHING / DEVELOPER COFFEE STAIN NORTH / PLATFORMS XBOX SERIES X/S, PS5, PC / RELEASE DATE 11.17.2022 


In the second installment (yes, really—ignore the 3) of this third-person action series, all of 
the goats have renounced their evil ways and are now working as yoga instructors in Ojai, 
California. Just kidding—they’re still jerks. Like the first game, Goat Simulator 3 has you 
taking command of the titular farm animals as they trash the place like rock stars in a hotel 
room: by kicking, licking, head-butting, and generally bashing everyone and everything in 
the game’s open and destructible world—which, in the case of this game, is the fictional 
island of San Angora. You’ll even be able to customize your Capra hircus with such helpful 
tools as a belt that shoots fireworks, while also occasionally playing as goat-adjacent ani- 
mals like pigs (or, as they’re called in this game, “tasty goats”). Even better, while the first 
game let you and a friend team up via split-screen, Goat Simulator 3 lets you collaborate 
with up to three of your furry friends via online co-op. 
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Goat Simulator 3 has you 
taking command of the 
titular farm animals as 
they trash the place like 
rock stars in a hotel room. 
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Game Pass has PC Games. Play over 100 high-quality PC games with friends on 
Windows PCs for one low monthly price. Use the Xbox app on PC to download and 
enjoy new games on day one from Xbox Game Studios and Bethesda Softworks, 
plus select indies and blockbusters. An EA Play membership is also included at 

no additional cost and gives members access to a collection of EA’s top titles, 
exclusive in-game rewards, and early trials of select new games. 
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Get everything you need to experience next-gen gaming with no upfront 

cost. Choose an Xbox Series X or S console and 24 months of Xbox Game 

Pass Ultimate for one low monthly price. Enjoy an instant library of over 100 
high-quality console and PC games, plus join friends with online multiplayer. 
Experience new games on day one from Xbox Game Studios and Bethesda 
Softworks, plus an EA Play membership is included that gives members access 
to a collection of EA’s top titles. 
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DUALSENSE™ WIRELESS CONTROLLER 
STARLIGHT BLUE 


Illuminate your PS5™ gaming space with the DualSense™ Starlight Blue wireless 
controller. Part of an expanded line-up of galaxy-themed accessories, this vibrant 
blue design is inspired by the radiating glow of stars that light up the cosmos. 


PULSE 3D™ WIRELESS HEADSET MIDNIGHT BLACK 


Ignite your gaming nights with the ultra-sleek all-black headset - fine-tuned to 
deliver the 3D Audio made possible by the PlayStation®5 console. The PULSE 3D 
wireless headset features a refined design with dual noise-cancelling microphones, 
and built-in rechargeable battery, plus an array of easy-access controls. 


RIG 800 PRO HX 
GAMING HEADSET 


Designed for Xbox, the RIG 800 

PRO HX takes it to the next level 
with a new multi-function base 
station which provides wireless 
connection and seamless charging 
for the headset. The removable USB 
wireless adapter can also plug 
directly into your Xbox allowing 

the stand to be placed anywhere 
for headset charging conve- 

nience. Precision 40 mm drivers 
with bass enhancers are engineered 
to produce accurate 3D audio. Dolby Atmos for Head- 

phones is included* so you can now react faster and more accurately 
detecting the precise distance and direction of your threats. 
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RIG 300 PRO HX 
GAMING HEADSET 


Play better for longer with the uncompro- 
mising performance of RIG 300 PRO HX, 
designed for Xbox. Oversized, noise- 
isolating earcups encompass precision 
tuned 40MM drivers that deliver rich 

bass and accurate highs. An ultralight 
flexible and durable headband is 

coupled with fabric-covered ear cushions 
that provide enduring comfort. Chat 
microphone flips up for convenient stor- 
age or travel. The 3.5m connector makes 
the 300 PRO HX compatible with consoles, PCs 


and other personal audio devices. 


Meet the newest member of the Nintendo Switch family. The new system features a 
vibrant 7-inch OLED screen with vivid colors and sharp contrast. The Nintendo Switch 


— OLED Model also includes a wide adjustable stand for more comfortable viewing 
angles, a dock with a wired LAN port for TV mode (LAN cable sold separately), 64GB 
of internal storage, and enhanced audio in Handheld and Tabletop modes using the 
system’s speakers. 


“There may be software where the game experience may differ due to the new 
capabilities of the system, such as the larger screen size. 
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Born on Earth, Jake Sully is given a unique opportunity to join the Avatar 
Program, in which humans remotely control human/Na’vi hybrids to safely 
navigate the alien and dangerous moon of Pandora. After spending time with 
the Na’vi, Jake becomes fully immersed in their way of life and he falls in love 

with the moon, the people, and his Na’vi guide and teacher, Neytiri. This 7-inch 
scale Jake Sully action figure features 22 points of articulation, premium sculpt and 
deco, collector stand, plus special blacklight-activated bioluminescence. 


+ 


Nintendo Switch is the hybrid home video game system from Nintendo. In addition 
to providing single and multiplayer thrills at home, the Nintendo Switch system 
can be taken on the go so players can enjoy a full home console experience 
anytime, anywhere. The mobility of a handheld is now added to the power of a 
home gaming system, with unprecedented new play styles brought to life by the 
two new Joy-Con controllers. 
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Almighty Audio has never been more accessible, as the Arctis Nova 1X combines 
hardware and software to bring superior sound quality with High Fidelity Drivers, 
immersive 360° Spatial Audio, and a 10-band Parametric EQ for tons of custom- 
ization. The ComfortMax system allows 4 points of adjustability, easily finding a 
perfect fit on the lightweight headset, featuring AirWeave Memory cushions. The 
broadcast-quality noise-canceling mic reduces background sounds, keeping your 
in-game communication clear while you stay comfortable, even during long gaming 
sessions. The Arctis Nova 1X features a 3.5mm jack that works with virtually any 
platform, including Xbox, PC, PlayStation, Switch, and your mobile device. Easily 
adjust volume and mute your voice with headset controls. 
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WD_BLACK™ D30 GAME DRIVE SSD 


Shatter load screens and increase your capacity with the WD_BLACK™ D30 
Game Drive SSD. Spend more time playing your games and less time deleting 
il Ea Mes them, so you don’t have to choose between favorites and that next big title. 
|2.5" HDD Get in the game fast with optimized speeds up to 900MB/s**, blowing past 
load screens so you can blow up your enemies. Compatible and ready to con- 


nect with your PlayStation” in style with this sleek SSD, designed to perfectly 
complement your war machine. 


WD_BLACK™ P10 GAME DRIVE 


Play games from wherever you are with the portable WD_BLACK™ P10 Game Drive.’ 

This premium external HDD gives your console or PC up to 5TB* additional capacity 

to store up to 125 games*** so your library only grows more epic. Built specifically 

for gamers looking to drive their game on-the-go, storing on this sleek and por- 

table form factor allows players to dominate the game from wherever they choose. W 1D) uf 
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as any series of games 
ever grown up quite as 
dramatically as God of War? 

Debuting in the mid-2000s, the 
franchise reflected the era of its cre- 
ation with abundant machismo and 
joyous brutality. Protagonist Kratos, 

a Spartan soldier turned god-slaying 
machine, essentially carved his way 
through the Greek pantheon without 
so much as a nod to the thought 
that maybe violence isn’t always the 
answer. 

But when Sony’s Santa Monica 
Studio revived the series with 2018’s 
God of War, it pulled off a seemingly 
impossible feat. Without jettisoning 
the existing canon or its gruff star, the 
developers actually managed to in- 
ject some actual nuance and maturity 
into the game. 

Kratos was now a widower and 
single father to the young Atreus, 


living in the unfamiliar land of Norse 
mythology. The decades-long jump 
forward in time allowed him to 
evolve—realistically, glacially—toward 
greater depth and humanity. Every- 
thing he had done, and the respon- 
sibility of raising Atreus, weighed 
heavy on him now. Maybe there was 
a Grinch-sized heart beating some- 
where in that ashen chest of his. 
This was still a game where you 
juggled enemies with flashy combo 
attacks. But it was also a game 
where a father reaching out to touch 
his son’s shoulder could carry just as 
much importance as a boss fight. 
Now, Santa Monica Studio hopes 
to capture (Thor’s) lightning in a 
bottle once again with God of War 
Ragnar6k. As you might guess from 
the title, this second and final chapter 
of the Norse saga centers on the 
apocalypse foretold at the end of 


As you might guess from the title, this 
>» .secondand final chapter of the Norse 

saga centers on the apocalypse 
foretold at the end of the last game. 


cover story 


WORTHY OF 
THE GODS 


The 2018 God of War only touched 
on a few key figures from Norse 
mythology. In wrapping up an en- 
tire saga, Ragnar6ék delves much 
deeper into the pantheon, and that 
means introducing a number of 
new faces. 

“Being able to expand upon the 
previous title narratively and with 
a wider array of characters was a 
blast,” said Jeff Ketcham, Santa 
Monica Studio’s senior producer 
for marketing, PR, and community. 
“The cast we were able to assem- 
ble for this game was absolutely 
incredible.” 

That expanded cast includes 
Laya DeLeon Hayes as Angrboéa, 
a giant who, according to the real- 
world mythology, may eventually 
marry Atreus; Ben Prendergast as 
Tyr, the long-absent Norse god of 
war; and Usman Ally as Durlin, a 
dwarf who plays a mysterious role 
in the story. 

Oh, and then there’s the little 
matter of Odin, the most powerful 
god in the Norse world. To tackle 
this all-important role, Santa Mon- 
ica Studio tapped Richard Schiff, 
the Emmy-winning actor best 
known for playing Toby Ziegler on 
The West Wing. 

“All of their performances 
helped elevate the incredible story 
from the page into reality for all the 
fans to see,” Ketcham said. 
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Mi In Ragnarok, 
Kratos and Atreus 
journey to previously 
unseen realms, 

like Svartalfheim, 
pictured here. 


the last game. As the father-and-son 
duo endure Fimbulwinter—the snowy 
period said to precede Ragnarok— 
they’ll struggle to change their 
destiny. 

While the stakes are higher than 
in the first game—the fate of the 
world and all that—the story remains 
just as personal. “Players will get 
to experience the next step in the 
family dynamic between Kratos and 
Atreus. We will see Kratos continuing 
to grow as a father and wanting to 
keep Atreus safe,” said Jeff Ketcham, 
Santa Monica Studio’s senior produc- 
er for marketing, PR, and community. 
“On the flipside, Atreus is growing 


up and looking to figure out who he 
is and what his role in the upcoming 
events might be.” 

Since Ragnar6k serves as the 
conclusion to a number of ongo- 
ing mysteries and storylines—Santa 
Monica Studio opted to go for one 
big sequel, rather than stretching the 
narrative out into another trilogy—the 
game greatly expands how much of 
the world of Norse mythology Kratos 
and Atreus encounter, both literally 
and figuratively. 

In the literal sense, players can 
explore all nine realms of the World 
Tree, with three brand new locations 
and the six that appeared in the 


“Players will get to experience the next step in the 
family dynamic between Kratos and Atreus.” 


JEFF KETCHAM, SANTA MONICA STUDIO’S SENIOR PRODUCER FOR MARKETING, PR, AND COMMUNITY 
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original all reimagined in some way 
to reflect the looming apocalypse. 
(For more details, see sidebar “By 
the Nine.”) 

In the figurative sense, Ragnar6k 
features many more of the most 
iconic figures from Norse mythology. 
Anyone who played through to the 
teaser at the end of the last game 


pocuc3 


knows Kratos faces off against Thor, Wi Kratos and Atreus 
the god of thunder. But our heroes must master combat 
also cross paths with Tyr, the Norse against a wider 
god of war referenced but never variety of enemy 
seen in the first game, and Odin, types, alongside 
the all-seeing head of the pantheon. returing foes. 


They also encounter the giantess 
Angrbodéa, the monstrous wolf Fenrir, 
and Skoll and Hati, two (other, less 


“With God of War Ragnarok, we are looking to 
continue building off of the experience fans fell in 


love with during the last title.” 


JEFF KETCHAM, SANTA MONICA STUDIO’S SENIOR PRODUCER FOR MARKETING, PR, AND COMMUNITY 
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monstrous) wolves that want to eat 
the sun and the moon. If you felt 
like the last game didn’t get deep 
enough into the sprawling weird- 
ness of Norse myths, rest assured 
you'll have no such complaints about 
Ragnarok’s story. 

When it comes to gameplay, Santa 
Monica Studio has taken a similar 
approach as it has to the narra- 
tive, treating the sequel as a direct 
continuation of and expansion upon 
what the team established in the last 
game. “With God of War Ragnar6ék, 
we are looking to continue build- 
ing off of the experience fans fell in 
love with during the last title. This 
includes robust combat and explora- 
tion,” Ketcham explained. 

In practical terms, the philosophy 
of continuity means that Kratos has 
access to gear he earned throughout 
the last game. His primary weapon is 
still the Leviathan Axe, which he can 
throw at enemies and summon back 
into his hand (much like a certain 
magical Norse hammer). He'll also 
have access to the Blades of Chaos, 
the chained swords that Kratos used 


in the original trilogy and recovered 
midway through 2018’s God of War. 
To keep combat from getting stale, 
however, Ragnar6k introduces a new 
mechanic to these familiar weapons. 
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In 2018’s God of War, Kratos and Atreus traveled between six of the nine realms in Norse my- 
thology. But in Ragnarok, they can visit all of them. According to Jeff Ketcham, Santa Monica 
Studio’s senior producer for marketing, PR, and community, players shouldn’t expect the lands 
they’ve already traveled to be entirely familiar, either. 

“The effects of Fimbulwinter are felt across all the realms, in different ways, resulting in an 
experience worth playing firsthand,” he said. 

Here’s a primer on each of the nine realms in Ragnarok. 


ALFHEIM 

Home to the light and dark elves, this realm played a major role in the last game, when Kratos 
and Atreus ventured there to recover the Light of Alfheim. Its overgrown plants and elvish 
architecture remain in the sequel—but not everything is the same. 


ASGARD 

Asgard is the home of the gods in Norse mythology, destined to burn at the hands of the fire 
giant Surtr during Ragnar6k—but you already knew all that if you’ve been keeping up on your 
Marvel movies. It makes its debut as a playable area in the new game. 


HELHEIM 

Helheim is the Norse land of the dead, but rather than a fiery pit, it’s defined by biting cold. 
Kratos had to make a particularly unpleasant journey across a portion of Helheim in the previ- 
ous game, so if he’s back in the sequel, you know it’s for good reason. 


JOTUNHEIM 


The realm of the giants, Jotunheim served as the final destination on Kratos and Atreus’s 
journey in God of War, and revealed a major secret about the boy’s identity. The mountainous 
region is littered with the corpses of giants slain by Odin. 


MIDGARD 

Midgard is the region inhabited by mortals. Serving as a hub world of sorts, in the last game 
the realm allowed Kratos and Atreus to navigate by boat. As a result of Fimbulwinter, however, 
the lake has frozen over in Ragnar6k, forcing them to get around by dogsled instead. Woof! 


MUSPELHEIM 

Also known as the realm of fire, Muspelheim was an optional location in the previous game. 
Kratos could travel there to compete in combat trials against waves of enemies, allowing play- 
ers to test their skills in the late game. 


NIFLHEIM 

Another optional area in God of War, Niflheim is the realm of fog. Kratos and Atreus could head 
there to take on a labyrinth full of deadly mists that offered different challenges every time you 
played, injecting a bit of roguelike flair into the game. 


SVARTALFHEIM 

Svartalfheim is the realm of the dwarves, and it’s making its debut in Ragnarok. This region 
features lots of rocky canyons, reptilian enemies called Grims, and waterways Kratos and 
Atreus can traverse by boat. 


VANAHEIM 
Vanaheim is the home to the gods. No, not those gods, the other ones. (Look, Norse mythol- ‘% ¥, 
ogy is complicated.) Freya hails from there, and her window offered a magical view of its tall, a 
bulbous trees in the first game. We get to go there in the sequel—a colorful land full of giant 

jellyfish. 
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During combat, Kratos can now 
charge up either the Leviathan Axe 
or Blades of Chaos to deal elemental 
damage—fire for the Blades and ice 
for the Axe—letting you boost your 
attacks against enemies or freeze 
them in place. Kratos can also use 
the Blades to pull himself across en- 
vironments, allowing him to quickly 
close the distance in combat. 

On the defensive front, while Kra- 
tos’s transforming Guardian Shield 
from the previous game makes an 
appearance, he'll also gain access 
to two new shields geared toward 
different styles of play. The Daunt- 
less Shield benefits those who like to 
push the attack—parrying an enemy’s 
blow at the last possible moment 
causes the shield to glow red and 


Part of the fun 

of the previous 
God of War was 
watching how 
Kratos’s combat 
prowess evolved 
as he gained 
access to new 
tools and abilities. 


lets Kratos execute a counterat- 
tack that sends enemies flying. The 
Stonewall Shield removes the ability 
to parry altogether, instead allowing 
you to absorb damage by blocking 
and then unleashing it as a shock- 
wave. Tank for too long, however, 
and Kratos’s stance can be broken by 
enemy attacks. 

Of course, part of the fun of the 
previous God of War was watch- 
ing how Kratos’s combat prowess 
evolved as he gained access to new 
tools and abilities. Sony wants to 


ensure that players go into this se- 
quel with some surprises still intact, 
so there are plenty more combat 
abilities and items we won’t delve 


Even though he 
did some growing in 
the last game, Kratos 
hasn’t magically 
transformed into a 
cuddly teddy bear. 


into here. 

To discover everything, you'll have 
to experience the epic final chapter 
in Kratos and Atreus’s journey for 
yourself. While dangerous trials await 
them along the way, the hardest 
part of our journey as players—the 
waiting—is already over. God of War 
Ragnarok is out now on PlayStation 5 
and PlayStation 4. G 
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DIABLO, RESURRECTED 


BY MICHAEL GOROFF 


s with the lands of Sanctu- 
wee ff 2'y, time has not exactly 
been kind to Diablo. Once 


the premier action RPG series, the 
last two games—mobile /mmortal 
and Diablo II remaster Resurrected— 
courted unneeded controversy for 
the previously dormant franchise. 
But, from what we’ve seen of Diablo 


a 


IV so far, it looks like Blizzard is on 
track to make a comeback, just like 
the Daughter of Hatred herself. 

You read that right: Lilith, the 
mother of the nephalem and the 
architect of Sanctuary, has returned 
home on the blood of the willing, 
bringing with her a darkness that 
the world hasn’t experienced for 


Lilith, the mother of the nephalem and the 
architect of Sanctuary, has returned home 
on the blood of the willing... 


decades. The only hope that human- 
ity has rests in the hands of the few 
heroes willing to brave the bloody 
wave of chaos and corruption. 

While all this once again takes 
place in Sanctuary, the world will 
look a little different this time 
around. Taking more aesthetic inspi- 
ration from Diablo II than Diablo III, 
Sanctuary will feature a much grittier 
and gorier art style that captures the 
tone of Lilith’s reign of hatred. 

But that’s not all that’s different 
about Sanctuary. Diablo IV will let 


Diablo IVs art 
style captures the 
moodiness of the 
originals, with 
modernized graphics 
and lighting. 
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ALWAYS 
ONLINE 


While you’ve been able to team 

up with friends online in Sanctuary 
since Diablo II, Diablo IV is incor- 
porating the series’ online features 
in a much more robust way. 

For starters, players will need 
an internet connection if they want 
to enjoy Diablo IV. That’s because 
Blizzard is taking an “always 
online” approach to the game, and 
having players meet in Sanctuary’s 
open-world setting is key to the 
experience. 

Inside dungeons and on mis- 
sions, players will have their own 
instances where they can play 
solo or with teammates. But, when 
roaming around the open world, 
random players can team up 
during live events to take down 
massive villains. Likewise, they can 
also meet up in towns and other 
social areas. 

Blizzard has also “rebuilt the 
party-forming experience” so that 
you can still play with friends, no 
matter what levels your characters 
are. You can even team up and go 
into parts of the map specifically 


reserved for player-versus-player 
battles. 
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~ Not only can plagers fully customize their 


characters, but they will also choose from one of 
five fan-favorite Diablo classes. 


players fully explore an open-world 
version of the series’ setting. Devel- 
opers stated earlier this year that 
“there’s no linear path that [players] 
have to follow” when embarking 

on their adventure. As they journey 
across Sanctuary, players will 

find nearly 150 dungeons spread 
throughout the land, as well as new 
areas called Strongholds where 
Lilith’s evil forces have holed up. 


Rooting them out will occasionally 
turn Strongholds into new towns 
where you can trade and upgrade 
your gear. 

Diablo IV’s open-ended nature 
extends to the character creator. 
Not only can players fully customize 
their characters, but they will also 
choose from one of five fan-favorite 
Diablo classes. The Barbarian, the 
Druid, the Necromancer, the Rogue, 


Co-op will allow 
you to use the 
different classes’ 
abilities together for 
extra synergy—and 
pain. 
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feel like they’re taking ownership over their characters. 


and the Sorcerer will all be available 
at launch, and teaming up with your 
friends will be much easier thanks to 
Diablo IV's more robust online fea- 
tures (see sidebar “Always Online”). 
Players can level up through- 

out the game and choose their 
preferred branches on their class’s 
skill tree, but the endgame Paragon 
Board is where players will truly feel 
like they’re taking ownership over 
their characters. This feature un- 
locks “hundreds of optional Paths to 
further customize your hero’s build,” 
Blizzard has stated. 

Blizzard has looked at gaming’s 
past and the present for inspiration 
when it comes to Diablo IV. Dark- 
ness might be overtaking Sanctuary, 
but Diablo’s future looks bright. © 
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hen The Legend of 

Zelda: Breath of the Wild 

launched alongside the 
Nintendo Switch in March of 2017, it 
gave fans a groundbreaking and epic 


new chapter of the beloved franchise. 


Now, over five years later, those 
same fans have long been ready for 
a sequel. For that, we’ve got some 
good news and some bad news. The 
good news is that the game now not 
only has a solid release date—May 12, 


ee 


2023—but also a full and proper title: 
The Legend of Zelda: Tears of the 
Kingdom. 

The bad news, at least depend- 
ing on how you look at it, is that we 
still know very little about the game 
itself. While that certainly helps us 
avoid spoilers, Nintendo seems to 
enjoy only giving subtle hints as to 
what awaits us in this next look at 
the vast lands of Hyrule. Such as, for 
example, that those lands may have 


PUBLISHER 
NINTENDO 
DEVELOPER 
NINTENDO 
PLATFORMS 
SWITCH 
RELEASE DATE 
05.12.2023 


Some of the 
landscape has 
definitely changed 
since Link’s last 


adventure. 


gone through some drastic changes, 
and perhaps even a little destruction. 
Tears of the Kingdom will take Link 
high up into the skies above Hyrule, 
where floating islands of rock hang 
in the air. What exactly those islands 
are we still don’t know, but in the 
brief glimpses we’ve gotten of the 


a 


Breath of the 
Wild’s “climb 
anything” mechanic 
should prove even 
more interesting ina 
vertically enhanced 
Hyrule. 


lands below, some of the landscape 
has definitely changed since Link’s 
last adventure. 

There are plenty of other ques- 
tions we still have as well. What 
power has Link gained after his right 
arm was covered in Calamity energy? 
What is that strange bird-like craft we 
see Link flying around on? And, with 
a subtitle like Tears of the Kingdom, 

‘ ae do we dare wonder if something has 
Wan : happened to Princess Zelda? 
‘ There’s still a lot of mystery sur- 
4 my, 4 x ape XS rounding The Legend of Zelda: Tears 
We , ; | of the Kingdom, but thankfully, there 
- r f 3 } aren’t all that many months left until 


r 7 a we'll finally get some real answers. © 
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CRISIS CORE 


REUNITE WITH OLD SOLDIERS 
INA NEW REMAKE 


BY MOLLIE L PATTERSON 
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such as Cloud, Aerith, and Sephiroth member of SOLDIER, the Shinra cor 7 PLATFORMS 
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Bi That big sword 
look familiar? No 
spoilers, but let’s 
just say Crisis Core 
provides some 

pointed backstory. 


december eqes 


some dark secrets about Shinra, but 
also sets in motion events that 
have major repercussions for 
the future of the story. 

For Crisis Core’s return, 
the folks at Square Enix are 
giving the game a full HD 
remaster, featuring reworked 

3D models for characters and 
backgrounds, an improved 


Square Enix are 
giving the game a 
full HD remaster, 
featuring reworked 
3D models for 
characters and 
backgrounds. 


battle system with “a vastly smoother 
gameplay experience,” voice act- 

ing for dialog in both English and 
Japanese, and a newly arranged 
soundtrack from the game’s original 
composer, Takeharu Ishimoto. While 
it won’t be as extensive of a remake 
as is being given to its older sibling, 
Crisis Core —Final Fantasy VIl- 
Reunion still looks to be a worthy 
release for anyone who wants to 
know more of the story—especially 
as we wait for it to continue in Final 
Fantasy VII Rebirth. S 
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SPLATOON 3 


STILL A SQUID, BUT MAYBE NO LONGER A KID 


hen the original Splatoon hit 

Nintendo’s Wii U back in 2015, 

it became a phenomenon far 
bigger than the console that housed it. With 
Splatoon 2, the series got its first true shot 
at stardom thanks to being on the much 
more popular Switch, and the fanbase grew 
exponentially from there. 

It won’t surprise us if those fans are now 
somewhat mixed over Splatoon 3. If you 
were hoping that Nintendo would take the 
franchise in a different direction, then this 
game may disappoint. If, however, you were 
hoping to see more evolution than revolu- 


The tried and true Turf 
Wars remains the star of 
the show, as two squads 

of four battle it out to 
cover more of the map in 
their team’s ink color than 
their opponents. 
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tion, then the Splatlands may just be the 
place for you. 

Multiplayer is definitely still the focus in 
Splatoon 3. The tried and true Turf Wars re- 
mains the star of the show, as two squads of 
four battle it out to cover more of the map in 
their team’s ink color than their opponents. 
Meanwhile, Salmon Run returns to provide 
a cooperative experience against waves 
of enemies and a variety of creative boss 
types. The game’s most dramatic shift is the 
move to make Splatfests play out between 
three teams instead of two, which really 
comes to a head in the Tricolor Turf Wars, 
where all three come together to battle it 
out in the same match. 

Across those and the other multiplayer 
modes, a variety of additions and quality of 
life refinements await, such as new weap- 
ons (with our current favorite being the 
sword-like Splatana) and skills, fresh maps, 
and the ability to design your playable char- 
acter as either an Inkling or Octoling right 
out of the gate. 
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Oh, and if you’ve never been too attached 
to Splatoon’s campaigns, then you may 
want to give the one in Splatoon 3 a try. At 
its core, some of the main concepts are the 
same, but there’s more exploration now, and 
new ways to tackle the challenges, such as 
calling upon your pint-sized partner Smallfry. 

One of the biggest surprises, however, 
has to be Tableturf Battles, an optional 
experience where you use cards with various 
patterns on them to ink more of the game 
board than your opponent. In many releases, 
these kinds of minigames can be little more 
than an occasional distraction, but Tableturf 
Battles are incredibly addictive while also 
surprisingly simple in concept. 

We certainly understand anyone who finds 
themselves wishing that Nintendo had been 
more ambitious in Splatoon 3, but there’s 
also some sense of “if it’s not broke, don’t fix 
it” to the game. The Splatoon series is still 
one of the freshest projects to come from 
Nintendo in years, and we’re not ready for a 
reboot or drastic restructuring just yet. G 
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JOSH MUISE 


The mid-2010s were a dark time for fans of the golf sim subgenre. Thankfully, HB 
Studios kept hope alive with The Golf Club, offering the kind of in-depth golf that 
fans had been craving. In 2021, publisher 2K brought on HB Studios to head devel- 
opment on its newly licensed PGA Tour series, and now Tiger Woods has returned to 
the gaming spotlight as the cover athlete for PGA Tour 2K23. All told, it’s a good time 
to be a fan of golf sims again. To find out more about this year’s outing on the virtual 
links, we teed off with HB Studios creative director Josh Muise. 


WGC: What did Tiger Woods’ comeback 
as a cover athlete for PGA Tour 2K23 
mean to the team? How did his involve- 
ment impact the game’s development? 
Josh Muise: Getting to work with Tiger 
Woods has been a career highlight for 

all of us at HB Studios. As huge golf and 
Tiger fans, it doesn’t get better than col- 
laborating with a cultural icon who has 

his fingerprints all over the golf and video 
game world. To give players the chance to 
hit the course as Tiger Woods alone is a 
huge win. He’s the world’s greatest golfer, 
a true one-of-one athlete, and to have him 
available exclusively in PGA Tour 2K23 is 
something we’re really proud of. 


WGC: One of the biggest changes in PGA 
Tour 2K23 is the addition of the 3-click 
swing. Why did the team decide to give 
players this option? 

JM: PGA Tour 2K23 is all about playing 
your way. A major priority for us was to 
give players deep customization and per- 
sonalization options including the way they 


50 


swing their club. The forward and back 
tempo of the analog swing mirrors a more 
true-to-life motion for hardcore golf fans 
that can be easy to pick up but difficult to 
master. Meanwhile, the new 3-click is a 
little more approachable for mainstream 
players and will be familiar to golf video 
game fans. 


WGC: PGA Tour 2K23 also marks the first 
time in the series that female pros are 
available as playable athletes. Why was 
this kind of inclusion important to the 
game? 

JM: As an authentic simulation of golf, it 
was only natural that we provide our play- 
ers with the ability to play as their favorite 


pro—female or male. Golf is becoming 
more diverse and inclusive, and it was 
important that we celebrate this growth 
with greater representation of the women’s 
game. Not only are Lydia Ko, Brooke 
Henderson, and Lexie Thompson featured 
as playable pros, but we’ve also introduced 
Henni Koyack as the first female broadcast 
commentator in the series. 


WGC: The series’ Course Designer has 
always been one of its highlights. How did 
you improve on PGA Tour 2K21’s already- 
excellent iteration of this creation tool? 
JM: As one of the most beloved modes of 
the franchise, we leaned on our passionate 
community to better understand how we 
could best streamline their Course De- 
signer experience. From listening to how 
we could improve top creator workflows 

to making the mode more approachable 
for first timers, we worked hand-in-hand 
with our player base to ensure building the 
course of their dreams is more accessible 
in 2K23. We’ve introduced new UI and 
spline tool improvements for more control 
as well as enhanced vegetation to make 
courses look better than ever. 


WGC: One of the big surprises for PGA 
Tour 2K23 is the inclusion of sports leg- 
end Michael Jordan as a playable pro. Are 
there any other famous faces making an 
appearance in the game that you can tell 
us about? 

JM: The game of golf has always had a 
strong hold over professional athletes, 
especially NBA players, so there is a ton 
of potential for crossover. In addition to 
Michael Jordan, PGA Tour 2K23 also fea- 
tures Steph Curry as a playable character. 
You'll have to stay tuned for more updates 
around other athletes and celebrities join- 
ing our roster! G 


The forward and back tempo of the analog 
Swing mirrors a more true-to-life motion for 
hardcore golf fans that can be easy to pick up 


but difficult to master. 
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